&2 COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES/INFORMATION SERVICES University Archives | Spectator Home

CoLuMBIA S SPECTATOR

ARCHIVE

Columbia Daily Spectator, Volume CXX, Number 27, 21 February 1996 — SPECTATOR SPORTS Against All Odds: The Jodi Norton
Story [ARTICLE+ILLUSTRATION]

SPORTS

Against All Odds: The Jodi Norton Story

By JESSICA A.-BLOCH
Spectator Sports Senior Writer

Last summer, at the Tony Canyon Ranch
resort in Tucson, Arizona, a group of young
adults with life-threatening illnesses gath-
ered for a one week program called Dream
Street. During one of the activity sessions, the
Dream Street “campers” made “life” and
“death” arrows: tree branches decorated with
yarn and beads to signify important events
and people in their lives.

Jodi Norton, a member of the Columbia
women'’s diving team, keeps her life arrow
on her window sill, surrounded by pictures
of friends, family, and her diving.

Norton's life arrow is ornately decorated
with bands of yarn, feathers, and strings of
beads. The blue yarn is for her years at
Columbia. Brown, “a masculine color,” stands
for her current diving coach. Green, “a color
of growing and learning,” is for her former
coach. The yellow and purple feathers sig-
nify her mother. Strings of green and white
beads represent the 16 other campers at
Dream Street. A “J” made of rope is for a
friendship she shares with a fellow diver.

In 1993, the year she transferred to Co-
lumbia from the University of Arizona, Norton
was diagnosed with lupus erythematosus,
commonly known as lupus. But she has kept
diving despite her illness, which can be fatal
if not regulated and has put her in the
intensive care unit and the hospital several

times in the past few years. And aftercoming
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On Thursday, the opening day of the first
Easterns that she has been able to attend,
Norton will face the finest divers in the Ivy
League. But the biggest challenge she will
face is the one that lupus deals her every day

she dives. :
~“I have such a strong will. 'Ihere 'S nO way

this disease gonna beat me.”
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Diver Jodi Norton was diagaosed with lupus in 1993.



