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Women inhabit a real environment of rape violence

By VERED A. FRANK

his year’s Take Back the Night

event is planned for Saturday,
April 1. Students will gather to
march across campus and through
Riverside Park, as a symbol of
women'’s strength and feeling of
safety. Speakers will tell horrifying
stories of rape, incest, and sexual
assault. Organizers and participants
are conveying a message—women
should feel safe at any time and in
any situation.

I could not agree more. But just
as most people, male or female,
would not feel safe walking through
Riverside Park at night, the ever
increasing problems that exist in
human relationships have compli-
cated the clear-cut accounts of rape
(who can forget the Kennedy Trial).
Although Take Back the Night is
used to prove that women should
feel safe, it should, at the same
time, address more viable ways in
which they can do so.

In over 90 percent of rape cases
the victims are female. The point is
not who the person is, but what the
person does. Rape is one of the
most violent crimes that can be
inflicted on a female. She’s not only
physically violated but the emo-
tional trauma often results in scar-
ring.

There is no excuse for a man to
force himself on a woman. Not so
long ago, husbands were legally
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