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Talent 1s marker of
new class standouts

By HARRIET RYAN

Spectator Summer Board

A Long Island opera singer, a Kansas City poet, a tennis champion from
the Bronx, and an AIDS-crusader from Fort Lauderdale by way of
Montreal.

While undergraduate admissions officers stress that every student
admitted to Columbia College or the School of Engineering and Applied
Science is a standout, the office released the names of the “most notable”
students admitted early decision.

Hayley Kabilinsky, who taught herself opera in three months at age
ten, said a campus visit sealed her choice of schools.

“As soon I set foot on the campus, I knew it was the place for me,”
Kabilinsky said. “I loved the architecture and the way the students were
bustling around campus. Everyone was so New York.”

A veteran of over twenty operas, Kabilinsky will participate in the joint
degree program at the Julliard School of Music. Her career includes solo

performances at Lincoln Center and Carnegie Hall, where a former

conductor of the Metropolitan Opera composed a piece for her debut.
Kabilinsky, whose father is a CBS consultant to the O.J. Simpson

trial, said she plans a career as an opera singer, but views her
Columbia education as a means of security.

“You have to have something to fall back on. What if you don’t
make it? What happens until you make it? That's why the [joint

degree] program is perfect for me,” Kabllmsky said.
Like Kabllmsky, Scott Watnik is no stranger to juggling his

extracurricular and academic oblng,dtxons Watmk a stra:ght-A

student at Bronx High School of Science, led his school’s tennis
team as both its captain and number-one player for all four high
school years. He was undefeated in regular season play and won the
city-wide Mayor’s Cup twice
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