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Drugs: a public bealth issue

By NOAH POTTER

olumbia University Harm Re-

duction Education Session
(CUHRES) was recently referred to
in Spectator as a “drug advocacy
group.” Our meetings do not con-
sist of strategy debates as to how to
promote drug use. A fairer charac-
terization would be a “drug users
advocacy” group, since harm re-
ductionists oppose incarceration,
asset seizures, and revocation of
civil rights as a valid means of
reducing the societal harms of drug
use. When Dora Gruner and I first
discussed establishing a harm re-
duction discussion group, we fully
expected to be misunderstood. The
ignorance that has allowed
America’s catastrophic drug policy
to continue for 80 years is what
motivated the creation of CUHRES
in the first place.

The underlying rationale of drug
control is a presumed causal rela-
tionship between “nonmedicinal”
drug use (ingestion of drugs for
purposes other than curing a par-
ticular illness) and crime; drugs
invariably transform formerly virtu-
ous or docile people into amoral
menaces-to-society. The ultimate
goal of prohibition is to prevent

individuals from in-
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