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Ask what you can do for Columbia

olumbia is not a perfect place.
That statement should not
come as a surprise to anyone who

has worked or studied here. There
are things that happen on this cam-

pus that are completely inexpli-
cable, unavoidable, and sometimes,
downright wrong. Unfortunately,
we can’'t change bad tenure deci-
sions, cutbacks in financial aid and
departmental offer-
ings, awful athletic
seasons, or life in
New York City.
What we can do,
however, is change
ourselves, to try and
make life better
here for everyone.
While it is unlikely
to expect much !
from an apathetic
student body, ev-
ery year you do see

a few souls who
stand out in their work to improve

Alma Mater. We can all learn some-
thing from them. If I can (badly)
paraphrase John F. Kennedy, we
should ask not how Columbia can
change for us, but rather, how we
can change to make it better.
How do we go about doing this?
There are three goals we can all set
for ourselves. First, we can help
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