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Quilt appeases straight guilt

By JONEIL ADRIANO

By and large, I would agree with Adam
Epstein’s premise that the money cur-
rently being spent to bring the AIDS Quilt to
Columbia can and should be more wisely
spent for more constructive purposes like
research and prevention [“AIDS Quilt wastes
student time, money,” Spectator, April 10]. 1
must, however, take exception to his reason-

ing and outline my own
objections to bringing
the Quilt to campus.

To begin, Epstein
believes that “the Quilt
belongs in a museum”
because the Quilt's
main purpose, to cre-
ate “awareness” actually “haslittle relevance”
to today. This is simply not true. We have all
heard of the statistics pointing to the recent
rise in AIDS cases (particularly in our age
group) despite all of the attention that has
been given to AIDS. If anything, there is still
just as much, if not more, of a need for AIDS
education and awareness.

Unfortunately, it has been the actual mes-
sage of the Quilt itself that has been lostin the
commodification and popularization of AIDS
awareness. Epstein says that the Quilt was
successful in putting a “human face” on the
disease; 1 would agree, but would also add
that the human face had a distinctly queer
quality about it. .

This brings me to my main objection to
the Quilt being brought to Columbia. I don’t
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