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Ph.D. case appealed to court

By HANS CHEN
Spectator Staff Writer

In oral arguments presented to
the Appellate Division of the New
York State Supreme Court on Fri-
day, lawyers for Constance Benson,
a former graduate student in reli-
gion whose dissertation failed in
oral defense in February 1992, ap-
pealed the dismissal of a 1994 Feb-
ruary decision by a lower court,
arguing that procedural irregulari-
ties unfairly caused the failure of
the dissertation.

Benson, who is the daughter of
Lutheran missionaries, began her
dissertation on the writings of Ger-
man theologian Ernst Troeltsch,
who is widely considered the fa-
ther of modern religious pluralism
and liberal Protestantism.
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