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Latinos can offer wisdom of experience

By ELBERT GARCIA

n years past, I would have thought of

writing a Spectator column as posing a
Faustian dilemmag; submitting anything to the
nation’s second oldest college newspaper
would clearly be like signing a deal with the
devil. However, sitting in the presence of
Maria Hinojosa, BC '84, Latino Heritage
Month's keynote speaker, and a renown
author and journalist, I saw something that
made my true responsibilities clearer. In her
eyes, I saw the dreams and realities of those
known and unknown; among some of them:
an excited woman who returns home to her
family after her first day at English school, an
Army recruit playing dominoes on the corner
one last time, and a former schoolyard bully
becoming a neighborhood cop who some-
times walks too close to his beat. I saw in her
eyes the reflection of a room full of Latinos of
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