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Group teaches safer sex to students

By JEFFERY MAYS
Spectator Staff Writer

In response to statistics showing
that gay men and heterosexual
women are, respectively, the first
and second largest groups of people
infected with HIV at Columbia, the
Columbia Gay Health Advocacy
Project (CGHAP) is sponsoring two
new programs aimed at increasing
student awareness about the pre-
vention of HIV.

The first of these projects, Gay
Men and Safer Sex, will concentrate
on developing strategies to help
gay men maintain long-term safer
sex practices.

“Recent studies show that young
gay men are having increased un-
safe sex,” said Laura Pinsky, direc-
tor of CGHAP and a therapist at
Columbia Counseling Services.

Wayne Steward, CC '97, and a
CGHAP student employee, said that
the way American society views
gay men is part of the reason why
HIV rates among gay men is SO
high.

“Gay people are under a lot of
stress in this society,” Steward said.
“Sex is not easy to talk about, but its
particularly difficult when a group
of people have had their sexuality
singled out as bad.”

As a result, Steward said more
than information is needed to pre-
vent HIV rates from rising.

“A young man can have all the
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Timea Szell, Barnard’s new assistant dean of studies.



