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Gay Games open at Baker Field

By ROLANDO F. PUJOL

Spectator Summer Board

Kicking off a week’s worth of
athletic competition in a diverse
number of fields, opening Ceremo-
nies for Gay Games IV and an
accompanying Cultural Festival
were held Saturday night in
Columbia’s Wien Stadium at Baker
Field in northernmost Manhattan.

Considered by its organizers as
the single largest sporting event
ever convened, more than 11,000
athletes from 43 nations entered in
31 events at some 42 locations
around the metropolitan area.

The opening ceremonies pro-
vided avenue as well for over 25,000
spectators gathered at the stadium
to cheer the athletes as they marched
in the colorful opening procession.

Wearing rainbow-colored cos-
tumes and carrying multi-hued bal-
loons, umbrellas,and flags, the sheer
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