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Students join in Washington march
By Ruth Halikman

Spectator Staff Writer

Of the estimated one million
people who attended the march on
Washington, DC in support of civil
rights for gays, lesbians, and bi-
sexuals on Sunday, about 300 of
them were from Columbia.

Students who attended the dem-
onstration said the purpose of the
march was to heighten public aware-
ness of a variety of issues that affect
the gay community, such as anti-
gay violence, state laws restricting
gays’ civil rights, the need for more
AIDS research, and the current ban
on gays in the military.

“The major emphasis was to par-
ticipate with others on the issue of
equal civil rights,” said Ed
Falterman, a doctoral candidate in
higher education administration at
Teachers College who described
himself as a “student activist.”

Falterman objected to character-
izations of the march as a demon-
stration promoting ‘“‘gay rights,”
explaining that gays are not fighting
for any special rights that hetero-
sexuals do not have.
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