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By Amy Blumenfeld
icture it. Autumn: In

Morningside Heights. It’s a
warm, beautiful weekend afternoon
and a group of Columbia students
are walking to a friend’s apartment
for lunch. As they cross Amsterdam
Avenue and walk up the street, they
notice amiddle aged woman clutch-
ing a lamppost and bleeding pro-
fusely from her face and arms. Her
clothes, grocery packages, and the
concrete on which she is standing
are all stained with blood. Her hair
is mussed, her clothes shabby, and
she stares blankly straight ahead.
Although she is silent and does not
ask for assistance, her body seems
to cry out for help. What should they
do? \

This sounds like an essay ques-
tion given to a high school health
class. Unfortunately, itis a true story
and was the predicament in which
my friends and I found ourselves
this past weekend. As we passed
this woman, all of our heads turned.
At first we stood there, like idiots,
staring, not doing a thing while a
man from the bodega on the corner
was trying to verbally help her—he
wouldn’t touch her. It was clear that
this woman needed physical assis-
tance, but everyone was afraid to
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sures when dealing with strangers.
But how can we possibly practice
“safe emergency?” Are we going to
carry a set of rubber gloves with us
everywhere we go—just in case?
What can we really do in an emer-
gency situation to help the injured
and at the same time protect our-
selves? Call 911, you say? Well,
maybe this concept is a bit far-
fetched, but what if the ambulance
doesn’trespond immediately to your
call? It’s happened before. What do
we do? Don’t we have a moral re-
sponsibility to help others in need?
How can we consciously walk by
and ignore a fellow human being’s
plight? But whataboutus? We must
protect ourselves too. '

- These are tough questions. Look-
ing back, it’s interesting to note the
different immediate reactions my
friends and 1 had to this situation.
About half of the group approached
the woman and offered help. The
other half, of which I was a part,
stood by and tried to call for profes-
sional help. Until then, I didn’t real-
ize how much the AIDS campaigns
had affected me. It is evident that
their efforts are a success because
my immediate instinct was to stay
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