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Parade discrimination
was clear homophobia

By Shannon Halkyard

f the titling of March 24’s column

““Gays at parade are a
sham(rock)’’ was an attempt to get
readers to pay attention to the
pathetic editorial, it unfortunately
worked as I read the article. Why
does Spectator entertain the need to
offend the gay, lesbian, and bise-
xual populations on our campus? I
came to Columbia so that I could
live in a non-descriminatory envi-
ronment where conceivably I would
not be criticized for my sexual ori-
entation. Somehow the editors of
Spectator manage to dig up these
stone-age intellectual infants who
would criticize my orientation and
print their half-assed arguments. In
addition to the most recent of these
offensive editorials was artwork
which was also incredibly
homophobic, depicting the letter
lambda nailed to a bleeding cross.
Permit me to criticize the article,
written by Rit Aggarwala.
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and lesbians are not inherently
excluded from the entire Catholic
Church, whose doctrine has
changed over time and is constantly
‘being disputed, from within as well
as from without. Dignity is an
‘organization comprised of gay and
lesbian Catholics, with two sizable
congregations in New York City
alone. The members of the Irish
Lesbian and Gay Organization (not
the Irish Gay and Lesbian Organi-
zation, thank you) do not claim to be
symbols of traditional conservative
Irish Catholicism (but who is to say
that they cannot be symbols of Irish
Catholicism?), but they do claim to
have the right to celebrate their Irish
Catholic heritage in the St. Patrick’s
Day parade, which they correctly
state is a public event--if this event
were truly private, why would New
York politicians bother to march?
Although the ILGO may not be a
bastion of conservative Catholic-
ism, they are Irish and Catholic and
gay, lesbian, and bisexual, and they,
as well as the Hibernians, have
every right to march in a parade
which celebrates their heritage.
Aggarwala claims that ‘‘the
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