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Messinger speaks about
Manhattan’s dilemmas

By Dan Fellman
Spectator Staff Writer

Manhattan Borough President
Ruth Messinger urged about 25
students and faculty members to
become aware of the city’s pressing
social problems last night at the
Jewish Theological Seminary.

Messinger said New Yorkers
should do their best to raise the
spirits of homeless people and treat
them with respect.

““Their spirits have been cru-
shed, so I urge you to make eye
contact with them, talk to them, and
make them feel like a person,”’
Messinger said. |

““People have defined a person
without a home as ‘homeless’ just
as people define Dominicans,
Jewish people, or a person with red
hair and glasses,’’ she said.

In addition to the homeless
problem, Messinger addressed the
welfare system, drug and alcohol
abuse, housing, jobs, and other
social issues which the city faces.

- New Yorkers need to acknowl-
edge their responsibility to treat
some of these ills, she said. Mess-
inger compared this concept to an
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