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Building of research lab
delayed by court appeal

By Niraj Warikoo
Spectator Summer Board

Columbia may build a biomedi-
cal research center at the site of the
Audubon Theater and Ballroom,
located on 165th Street and Broad-
way, if the appeal of a lawsuit bro-
ught against the city of New York
by members of Save the Audubon
Coalition (STAC) fails.

The lawsuit, which is under
appeal in the appellate division of
the New York State Supreme Court,
was originally dismissed last Octo-
ber, according to Director of Project
Development and Coordination
Bernhard Haeckel. The court will
rule on the appeal within the next
month. If it fails, construction of the
center will begin in the fall.

Thus far, STAC has been
unsuccessful in its lawsuit against
the city at all levels of the court.

Haeckel said he hoped the court
would rule in favor of the research
center.
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