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Barnard may begin HIV testing

By Maurice B. Toueg

Contributing Writer

In response to student requests,
Barnard College Health Services
recently distributed a survey to all
Barnard students asking themif they
want the school to offer HIV testing.

Testing for HIV, the virus known
to cause AIDS, is currently avail-
able only at Columbia Health Ser-
vices. Since the HIV testing service
was implemented five years ago,
thousands of individuals in the Uni-
versity community have been tested.

Barnard’s Health Services and
the class of 1994 sponsored the sur-
vey which also asks students to rate,
in order of importance, such health
issues as abortion counseling, nutri-
tional counseling, and smoking ces-
sation counseling.

Dr. Polly Wheat, director of Bar-
nard Health Services, said the sur-
vey seeks studentopinion abouthow
health services should allocate its
limited funding.

“This survey is to get student
opinion on AIDS and AIDS testing
within testing of a whole bunch of
things Barnard Health Services
mightbe doing,” Wheatsaid. “How
much do you want AIDS testing
compared to other things?”

Although Health Services offi-
cials are still evaluating the results
of the survey, Wheat said students’
opinions will be instrumental in de-
termining the possibility of offering
HIV testing.
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Somalia-born fashion model Iman recounted her journey home toacountry ridden

by civil war, drought, and starvation in a presentation yesterday at the School of
International and Public Affairs.




