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Angela Davis

To the Editor:

~ (This letter was addressed to the
leaders of the Black Students’
Organization)

I am writing to thank you for
bringing Angela Davis to campus as
the keynote speaker for Black His-
tory Month. I thoroughly enjoyed
both the style and content of her
presentation, and, while I am not
sure that I agree with her assertion
that Malcolm X would support her
positions if he were alive today, she
certainly gave me plenty of food for
thought.

As a Columbia student, I have
been disappointed when the BSO
brought speakers onto the campus
whom I considered proponents of
hatred and bigotry. When Rodney
Crump remarked that Angela Davis
is ‘‘the most controversial’’ figure
that the BSO has brought onto cam-
pus, I assumed he was reacting to
the uproar over the invitation of
Richard (Professor Griff) Griffin
and Dr. Leonard Jeffries.

Whether Angela Davis is consi-
dered a controversial figure or not
is of no concern to me. At issue are
her ideals and goals: her message.
I would like to believe that I am
capable of hearing new ideas and
evaluating them rationally, dispas-
sionately--even if they contradict
my own beliefs--to see if I find truth
or merit in them. In order to fulfill
this intellectual commitment, I must
sometimes acknowledee truth in
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lucky to be able to bring a Jewish
speaker to campus who could argue
so convincingly for raising feminist
consciousness within Judaism!

Thank you again for giving me
the opportunity to hear Davis speak.
I hope the BSO continues to bring
such thought-provoking, construc-
tive, and entertaining speakers to
campus.

Tobie Strauss, CC 92



