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Magic’s greatest contribution
By Daniel Krisch

hen Magic Johnson announ-

ced his retirement from pro-
fessional basketball last Thursday,
little did he realize that he was, in
essence, presiding over his own
funeral. Magic might as well have
been killed in an automobile acci-
dent for all the eulogizing that went
on afterwards; Magic Johnson the
basketball player might have
retired, but Earvin Johnson the per-
son is alive and well. Hard as it may
be to believe, Magic now has the
chance to do more for the fight
against AIDS than he ever did for
basketball.

What his story has exposed is
how ignorant America still is on the
subject of AIDS. Because of who he
is, Magic can rid us of some of the
misconceptions about the disease
and can also wake up America to the
danger it now faces. Although it
would be wonderful to see Magic
whip a blind, left-handed pass to a
cutting James Worthy just one more
time, I'll take the loss so that he can
bring his talents to a more important
endeavor.

What amazed me the most was
all of the stereotypical attitudes
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from dismissing it as someone else’s problem.
Magic’s type of drawing power is what the
fight against AIDS has needed for a long time
because people will listen to him simply
because he is Magic.

Not too long ago Gary Trudeau wrote a
series of Doonesbury cartoons in which one

of the characters has AIDS. When the char-
acter is asked if he ever gets angry, he

answers, ‘‘Not usually, but then I think that
it took six years and 21,000 dead for Reagan
to acknowledge that there was a problem, [and
I get mad].”” The struggle against AIDS has
lacked a recognizable face for a long time, but
now it has one of the most known and loved

faces in the world.
Last Thursday night this basketball fan

cried because one of his heroes was gone. But
at the same time I knew that Magic was what
AIDS sufferers everywhere badly needed
because he will deal with the challenge of our
nation’s ignorance the same way he deals with

everything else: he will overcome it with a
smile.
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