&2 COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES/INFORMATION SERVICES University Archives | Spectator Home

CoLuMBIA S SPECTATOR

ARCHIVE

Columbia Daily Spectator, Volume CXV, Number 155, 2 October 1991 — Speaker discusses AIDS and outing [ARTICLE]

Speaker discusses AIDS and outing

By Tim Carvell

The film ““The Silence of the
Lambs’’ portrayed homosexuality
as inherently evil, gay rights activist
Douglas Crimp said in his lecture,
““Right On, Girlfriend!’’, last night
in Schermerhorn Hall.

“In Thomas Harris’ novel

[*“The Silence of the Lambs’’],”’
Crimp said, ‘‘Jame Gumb was cal-
led a ‘fag-basher’ and was clearly
heterosexual. Why would Jonathan
Demme make a movie that was quite
faithful to the book and omit such an
important fact?’’
- © ““What makes the debate about
‘Silence’ unsettling is the fact that it
1s divided along gender lines. Dykes
love it for its positive feminist port-
rayal of Clarice Starling, but gay
men hate it for the representation of
[serial killers Gumb and Hannibal
Lecter] as gay characters. I don’t
think people should focus on one
portrayal or another,”” Crimp said.

Standing in front of a poster fea-
turing a photograph of Jodie Foster
and the caption, ‘‘Oscar Winner.
Yale Grad. Ex-Disney Moppet.
Dyke,”” Crimp referred to the late
gay artist Vito Russo’s comment
that ‘‘the thing [gay activists] have
to change is the governmental
mindset that states that calling
someone a queer is automatically
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