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Language, a crucial feminist issue, must not be ignored
By Carolyn Farhie

am a senior Women’s Studies
major at Columbia College. I am
busy with my thesis work, with my
work in a battered womens’ shelter,
and with writing a community/iden-
tity chapter for the first Barnard/
Columbia Women’s Resource
Guide. Yet when I read Emily
Brunner’s editorial, ‘‘Obsession
with language obscures real issues
of feminism’’ (Sept. 20), I knew it
was time to pick up my pen and write
a bit about the power of language.
In her editorial Emily Brunner
asserts that the argument over sexist
language is trivial and should not be
included among ‘‘the real issues of
feminism.”” I applaud Brunner’s
ability *‘to think of feminism as part
of a larger context’’ and her inclu-
sion of different forms of oppression
as feminist issues (she mentions
sexism, racism, and classism, but
why not homophobia?). Indeed,

feminist i1ssues run the gamut from
racism to AIDS to rape, from the
feminization of poverty to political
power to economic equality.
Brunner fails to recognize the
link between racism and sexism and
the power of language. To assert that
language form and use is not a major
feminist question demonstrates a
lack of understanding as to just how
much weight the spoken and written
word carries in our society.
Brunner’s article was sparked by
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