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GS student, playwright dies of AIDS

By Greg Langmead
Spectator Staff Writer

A School of General Studies
(GS) student died yesterday morn-
ing at 11 a.m. of the AIDS virus.

Alan Michael Contini, GS ’90,
was a continuing education play-
writing instructor at GS and was
Dramatists, a campus theater group,
according to Ben Sahl, GS ’91, a
friend of Coutini.

““The family’s giving the cause
of death as AIDS. That’s what he
wanted,’’ Sahl said.

AIDS patients do not die of the
AIDS virus itself, but of diseases
contracted because of the virus,
which weakens the body’s immune
system.

Contini received the 1990 Jess
Cloud Memorial Award in Poetry
and the 1990 Dean’s Citation for
Outstanding Service to the School
and its Students.

‘‘He was an exceptionally talen-
ted playwright and poet. We love
him and we’re going to miss him
always. There will never be another
one like him,”” Contini’s friends
Lisa Cohen, a first-year law student,
and Marcy Wecker, GS '92, said.

The Columbia Dramatists were
in the process of rehearsing a play
which Contini wrote, called ‘‘Posi-
tive/Negative,”” when he died, Sahl
said. |

Contini was going to co-direct
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